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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 14th June 2022 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Tracy Kelly    Statutory Deputy City Mayor 

John Merry CBE  Deputy City Mayor (in the Chair) 

Lead Members: 

Sharmina August  Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and Equalities 

Barbara Bentham              Environment, Neighbourhoods & Community Safety 
Jim Cammell   Children’s and Young People’s Services 

Bill Hinds                            Finance and Support 
Mike McCusker                  Planning, Transport and Sustainable Development 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Samantha Bellamy            Anti-Poverty & Equalities 

Philip Cusack  Skills, Work and Business 
Jane Hamilton  Climate Change, Low Carbon & Green Agenda 

David Lancaster  Environment, Neighbourhoods & Community Safety 
Teresa Pepper                   Education & Learning 
Hannah Robinson-Smith Social Care & Mental Health 

Jack Youd   Finance, Workforce and Industrial Relations 
 
Also in attendance: 

Manchester Evening News Reporter 

Officers: 

Dr Muna Aziz  Director of Public Health 
Becky Bibby   Assistant Director Early Help & School Readiness 
David Fielding  Service Manager – Starting Life Well 

Joanne Hardman  Chief Finance Officer 
Sue Hill   Head of Communications 

Iolanda Puzio  City Solicitor 
Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director Strategy & Change 
John Searle   Strategic Director Place 

Suzie Smith   Chief Executive’s Office 
Tom Stannard                    Chief Executive 

Charlotte Ramsden  Strategic Director People 
Cathy Starbuck  Assistant Director Education, Work & Skills 
Liz Wright                           Democratic Service Officer 

 
Press: Manchester Evening News Reporter 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from the City Mayor, Paul Dennett.   

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest.  
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3. Minutes of proceedings 
 

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 24.05.22 were approved as a 

correct record. 

4. Local Authority Day Nurseries Fee Increase 

The Strategic Director People and the Assistant Director for Education, Work & Skills 

introduced the report and highlighted the following. 

 The Local Authority Day Nurseries’ last fee increase was in April 2019, we did not 

increase fees in 2020, or 2021 as the focus was on continuing to be supporting 
families during the COVID pandemic.  

 Fees in Salford had not been increased since 2019 and increases were not made 
in 2020 or 2021 so as to support families during the Covid19 pandemic. The 

increase in 2019 was 5%. 

 There were two options to consider for the increase: 
o An increase in line with the Retail Price Increase 

o 5% flat increase 
o Average Nursery Fees across Great Britain average was at £252.07 for those 

under 2, the northwest average was £214.37 and the Salford average was 
£203.00  

 Support was also requested for a regular review of fees in future years. 

 Occupancy rates were lower than targeted for and initiatives and action to 
increase occupancy rates were outlined in more detail in the report. 

 The preferred option was option 2 – the 5% increase. 
 

The Deputy City Mayor (DCM) invited questions and comments from the members 

and the following were raised. 

 The Executive Support Member (ESM) for Finance, Workforce and Industrial 

Relations asked if any investigations/modelling had been carried out on the 
impact on occupancy levels of a 5% increase to the fees. It was reported that 

there had not been any impact seen when fees were previously raised by 5% in 
previous years and it was expected that the same would happen if the preferred 
option of 5% increase was approved. 

 The Lead Member for Finance and Support commented that it was preferred not 
to have to increase fees but as an increase was necessary then Option 2 (5% 

increase) was the better of the two options. 

 The LM for Finance and Support asked what was being done to increase 
occupancy levels and it they were directed to sections 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 and 4.10 of 

the report for the detail. It was also reported that there were many successful 
private nurseries in Salford and so there was healthy competition across the city 

and that there had been a focus on developing the web and social media 
presence of the LA nurseries by learning from the best practice of the private 
contractors, to help improve the marketing of the LA nurseries and also attract 

more customers.  The impact of the initiatives would be analysed. 

 The LM for Inclusive Economy, Anti-Poverty and Equalities commented that the 

Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) had not been included in the report and 
requested a copy of it as this was a key document.  It was confirmed that the EIA 

would be provided to the LM. 
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 The DCM read out the recommendations in the report and requested a report 
before the end of December 2022 to update members on the impact of the 

marketing strategies on the occupancy rates.  The members approved the 
recommendations and the request. 
 

Resolved:  That, Cabinet: 

1. Considered and approved the option 2 option (flat 5% Increase across all 

fees); 
2. Approved the annual fee increase in the Local Authority Nurseries for 

future years at the retail price index plus 1% per year with a cap of 5%; 

3. Requested an update report on the impact of the marketing strategies on 
the occupancy rates by the end of December 2022. 

5. Any other urgent business 

There were no items of any other business raised. 


